
 Peripheral Vascular Disease (PVD) and Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) are more commonly found in 

patients over the age of 40 with a history of smoking, diabetes or other comorbid conditions.  

Atherosclerotic disease is progressive so it may be better to avoid documenting "history of" to ensure 

that routine screenings for the patients are performed when clinically relevant.

Screen at risk patients by 

reviewing vascular signs and 

symptoms, both verbally and 

with a physical exam of the 

lower extremities.
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Treatment documentation of 

medications like statin therapy, 

aspirin or clopidogrel should be 

noted for asymptomatic and 

symptomatic patients.

Obtain an ABI or equivalent reading 

for patients who screen positive, are 

over age 65 or are over age 50 with 

a history of smoking, diabetes or 

other comorbid conditions.


