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 Atherosclerotic disease is a progressive disease; therefore, avoid documenting "history of PVD,"

which does not map to an HCC. Instead, consider assessing the condition by performing routine

screenings for patients at risk and document and code PAD/PVD when clinically relevant. For

atherosclerosis, the best practice is to clearly document and code for the site, laterality, severity, and

manifestation(s), such as claudication, rest pain, and ulcers. When assessed annually, these HCCs will

help to increase the patient's risk score and adjust CMS' monthly payment amount to be more

reflective of the patient's cost of care. 
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