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Annual Monthly Income in Dollars 

These two charts set forth the income and resource levels that applicants must meet before they can 
be determined eligible for TennCare. 

Family 
Size   100% 120% 133% 135% 142% 195% 200% 211% 250% 

1 
Monthly: 1,074 1,288 1,428 1,449 1,525 2,093 2,147 2,265 2,684 

Yearly: 12,880 15,456 17,131 17,388 18,290 25,116 25,760 27,177 32,200 

2 
Monthly:  1,452 1,742 1,931 1,960 2,062 2,831 2,904 3,064 3,630 
Yearly:  17,420 20,904 23,169 23,517 24,737 33,969 34,840 36,757 43,550 

3 
Monthly: 1,830 2,196 2,434 2,471 2,599 3,569 3,660 3,862 4,575 
Yearly: 21,960 26,352 29,207 29,646 31,184 42,822 43,920 46,336 54,900 

4 
Monthly: 2,209 2,650 2,938 2,982 3,136 4,307 4,417 4,660 5,521 

Yearly: 26,500 31,800 35,245 35,775 37,630 51,675 53,000 55,915 66,250 

5 
Monthly: 2,587 3,104 3,441 3,492 3,674 5,044 5,174 5,458 6,467 

Yearly: 31,040 37,248 41,284 41,904 44,077 60,528 62,080 65,495 77,600 

6 
Monthly: 2,965 3,558 3,944 4,003 4,211 5,782 5,930 6,257 7,413 

Yearly: 35,580 42,696 47,322 48,033 50,524 69,381 71,160 75,074 88,950 

7 
Monthly: 3,344 4,012 4,447 4,514 4,748 6,520 6,687 7,055 8,359 

Yearly: 40,120 48,144 53,360 54,162 56,971 78,234 80,240 84,654 100,300 

8 
Monthly: 3,722 4,466 4,950 5,025 5,285 7,258 7,444 7,853 9,305 
Yearly: 44,660 53,592 59,398 60,291 63,418 87,087 89,320 94,233 111,650 
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Category Program  Description Income Limit 

Children 

Age 0-19 
Low income children age 0 up to 1st birthday 195% of the poverty level - No resource test 
Low income children age 1 to 6th birthday 142% of the poverty level - No resource test  
Low income children age 6 to 19th birthday 133% of the poverty level - No resource test  

Child Medically 
Needy 

Children up to age 21. Must either have low income OR have sufficient unreimbursed 
medical bills to spend down to requisite income limits. 

Monthly spend-down levels of $241 (1), $258 (2), 
$317 (3), $325 (4), $392 (5), $408 (6), $467 (7), or 
$517 (8)  
Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2), add $100 per 
additional individual  

Standard 
Uninsured 

Children under age 19 who do not have access to insurance. 
Category is only open to children who lose Medicaid 
eligibility and rollover into Standard. 

Below 211% of the poverty level No resource test 

Standard 
Medically Eligible 

Children under age 19 who do not have access to insurance and who have health 
conditions that make the child uninsurable.  
Category is only open to children who lose Medicaid eligibility and rollover into Standard. 

211% of the poverty level or above. 

CoverKids Available to children under age 19 and to the unborn children of women not eligible under 
another TennCare category. 

At or below 250% poverty level  
No resource test 

Families 
Caretaker Relative Available to parents and caretaker relatives of dependent children under age 18 or is 18 

and a full-time student for the parent to qualify.   

Monthly income levels of $1,018 (1), $1,329 (2), 
$1,611 (3), $1,867 (4), $2,102 (5), $2,320 (6), 
$2,524 (7), or $2,718 (8) 
No resource test 

Transitional / 
Extended 
Medicaid 

Children and caretaker relatives who lose Medicaid due to an increase in income or 
spousal support. 

Criteria for Caretaker Relative for 3 of the last 6 
months immediately preceding the month eligibility 
is lost 

Women 

Pregnant 
Low income pregnant women. 
NOTE: Newborns born to Medicaid –eligible women are 
deemed eligible for one year. 

195% of the poverty level No resource test   

Pregnant 
Medically Needy 

Pregnant women. Must either have low income OR have sufficient unreimbursed medical 
bills to spend down to requisite income limits. 

Monthly spend-down levels of  
$241 (1), $258 (2), $317 (3), $325 (4), $392 (5), 
$408 (6), $467 (7), or $517 (8) 
Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2), add $100 per 
additional individual   

Aged, 
Blind, 

Disabled  

SSI (Supplemental 
Security Income) 

Active: Low income aged, blind, or disabled recipients of federal SSI cash payments as 
determined by SSA 
*Eligibility for SSI is determined by the Social Security Administration (SSA). 

$794 per month (1), $1,191 (2)  
Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2) 

Institutional 
Medicaid  

Low income individuals who require care in a medical institution, like a nursing facility or 
hospital, or intermediate care facility for individuals with intellectual disabilities or who 
receive Home and Community-Based Services in their home. 

$2,382 per month Resource: $2,000  

Katie Beckett 
Provides medical assistance to children under age 18 with disabilities or complex medical 
needs who live at home and do not otherwise qualify for Medicaid due to their parents’ 
income or resources. 

$2,382 per month Resource: $2,000 

SSI Related 
(Pickle/Pass-

Along, Disabled 
Adult child, 

Widow/Widower) 

Pickle/Pass Along: Lost SSI since April 1977 due to OASDI cost-of-living increase.  
DAC: Lost SSI since July 1987 due to receipt/increase of DAC benefits. Widow/Widower: 
Lost SSI since 1984 due to receipt of OASDI from deceased spouse, does not receive 
Medicare Part A, and is at least age 50 and up to age 65. 

$794 per month (1), $1,191 (2)  
 
Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2) 

Breast or Cervical 
Cancer 

Individuals under 65 who are not eligible for any other category of Medicaid and have 
been diagnosed as the result of a screening at a Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) site. 

250% of the poverty level No resource test   

Employment and 
Community First 
CHOICES (ECF) 

Individuals who have intellectual or developmental disability(ies) (I/DD) who qualify for 
nursing home care or who are “at-risk” of nursing home placement, are eligible for 
Medicaid either as SSI cash recipients or in an ECF CHOICES category, and who receive 
Home and Community-Based Services. 
 

ECF CHOICES 217-Like Group: $2,382 per 
month.  
 
ECF CHOICES Working Disabled Group: At or 
below 250% of the poverty level; but for their 
earned income would be eligible for SSI.  
 
ECF CHOICES At-Risk Group: At or below 150% 
of the poverty level. 
 
Resource: $2,000  

Adults - 
Foster 
Care 

Former Foster 
Care up to Age 26 

Individuals under age 26 who aged out of foster care in Tennessee and who received 
TennCare Medicaid at that time. No income or resource test 
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Category Program Description Income Limit 

Medicare 
Cost 

Sharing 

QMB 
Qualified Medicare Beneficiary 
TennCare pays Medicare premiums, deductibles and co-insurance for those eligible for 
Medicare. 

Up to 100% of the poverty level  
Resource: $7,970 (1), $11,960 (2) 

SLMB Specified Low Income Medicare Beneficiaries  
TennCare pays Medicare Part B premiums only. 

At least 100% but less than 120% of the poverty 
level  
Resource: $7,970 (1), $11,960 (2) 

QI 1 
Qualified Individuals  
TennCare pays Medicare Part B premiums only. 
*Individual can’t be eligible for another category of Medicaid at the same time. 

At least 120% but less than 135% of the poverty 
level  
Resource: $7,970 (1), $11,960 (2) 

QDWI 
Qualified Disabled Working Individual   
TennCare pays Medicare Part A buy-in for individuals who are no longer entitled to 
premium-free Medicare Part A because they returned to work. 

Not more than 200% of the poverty level  
Resource: $4,000 (1), $6,000 (2)  


